94                                           IMPORTATION

Once an ad interim copyright has been secured, copies of the
foreign edition may no longer be imported into the country. Ordi-
narily this prohibition lasts for four months, during which the Ameri-
can edition is being manufactured (but see war-time provision on
page 35).

Piratical copies are forbidden if they infringe on a United States
copyright, but not if there is no United States copyright. Seditious,
subversive, and immoral books are also prohibited, but not because
of the Copyright Act, Here it is a question of public morals and
public welfare.

Books bearing a false copyright notice are also forbidden importa-
tion.

No book in English bearing a United States copyright notice may
be imported, except as stated above. Hence, if a publisher after copy-
righting the American edition of a book prefers to carry the foreign
edition instead, he must abandon the copyright. This is done by noti-
fying the Copyright Office and stamping under the notice of all
books imported or placed on sale, 'Copyright abandoned/ or words
to that effect.

According to an amendment to the Customs Regulations of 1937
(Art. 542Ja [sec. 9, 16a] b), the proprietor of books and other printed
works may file in the Office of the Director of Customs Exchange, 201
Varick Street, New York City, application in duplicate for recordation
of a copyrighted work, together with 1,000 notices for distribution to
customs field officers throughout the United States, including Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Hawaii, and Alaska. The notices should be
printed in 11-point roman type on white index cards (3x5), giving
the title and author, the author's citizenship, the date, the registration
number, and the name and address of the copyright proprietor. If the
work is published abroad under a different title, that title also should
be given. In the case of ad interim registration, the words 'ad interim'
should be placed before the registration number. When the ad interim
copyright is extended to a full term, the new registration number
should be sent to the Commissioner of Customs, Washington, D. C.s
within 30 days.